
Wisdom Through Fear
The Message of Solomon’s Proverbs



Knowing the Style
Do we read parables like they are 
historical writings about Samuel, Saul, 
David, etc? 

Is the poetry of Psalms like the 
ordinances of Leviticus? 

God is not honored if we flatten the book, 
and iron out all the bumps and curves 
He built into it.



Knowing the Style

Likewise we must read the Proverbs with 
the proper mindset, honoring the style 
Solomon presented them in. 

The term Proverb is very fitting.  The 
book is filled with anecdotes of and 
about wisdom and fear.



Training Up A Child
Proverbs 22 
6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Again this is not a formula but a life lesson 

The original Hebrew text can even give us a different 
understanding



Knowing the Point

Proverbs 26 (esv) 
4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself.

5  Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.

Example:

So... which is it? 

Both!  It is situational not contradictory



Misunderanding Proverbs

Do A and get B  

Example:  Job was a faithful servant.  
He was doing A, but didn’t get B. 

Instead Proverbs is intended to make 
you think



Knowing the Point
Proverbs 1 (NCV) 
1 These are the wise words of Solomon son of David, king of Israel.

2 They teach wisdom and self-control; they will help you understand wise words.

3 They will teach you how to be wise and self-controlled and will teach you to do what 
is honest and fair and right.

4 They make the uneducated wise and give knowledge and sense to the young.

5 Wise people can also listen and learn; even they can find good advice in these words.

6 Then anyone can understand wise words and stories, the words of the wise and their 
riddles. 
7 Knowledge begins with respect for the LORD, but fools hate wisdom and discipline.

In short, to understand the wisdom of 
fearing (respecting) God in everything!



Wisdom Through Fear
Wisdom is not just 
knowledge; its a skill 

Its about finding the 
value or use of 
knowledge 

A computer is full of 
knowledge, but 
cannot discern its use



Wisdom Through Fear
Proverbs 9 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the 

Holy One is insight.

Proverbs is a book about the skill of living in the 
fear of God. 

It helps us on how to make decisions; how to 
navigate the bumps of life

Proverbs 31 
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is 
to be praised.



Wisdom Through Fear

Most of the individual proverbs center around this 
concept.  Have the wisdom to revere God in 
everything in your life. 

The fool (discussed often) is the unwise.  He does 
not revere God.  He looks to his self for answers. 

This is our default setting from children up.



Continuity Throughout

Proverbs 3 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

This is Fearing God.  This is Wisdom
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