
SENSE AND SENSITIVITIES
How Love Transcends Taste



“Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any 
affection or mercy, complete my joy and be of the same 
mind, by having the same love, being united in spirit, and 
having one purpose.  Instead of being motivated by selfish 
ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be 
moved to treat one another as more important than 
yourself.  Each of you should be concerned not only about 
your own interests, but about the interests of others as 
well.”

Philippians 2:1-5 (NET)



Outspoken and Defensive



Extensions of Ourselves

fishing, hunting, football,  
antiques, basketball, 
flying, rodeo, horseback 
riding, skiing, sailing, 
scary movies, sci-fi, 
slapstick, comic books, 
reading, rock music, 
country music, bluegrass, 
heavy metal, pizza, asian 
food,  mexican food, 
garlic, vegetables, meat, 
video games,  card 
games, board games, 
social networking, 
texting, etc. , etc., etc.

• Our Hobbies 
• Movies We Like 
• Music We Listen to

• Food We Enjoy 

• Games We Play 

• The List Goes On…



Building Barriers

• We defend our hobbies 
and opinions with 
passion. 

• We attack our dislikes 
with venom. 
• For each attack, someone 
present may feel they are 
personally attacked



Standard Retaliations

Q:  How can anyone like that whiney country 
music? 
A:  Well at least it’s better than that dumb 
rock music where you can’t understand a 
word they’re saying!



“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves.”

Philippians 2:3 (KJV)



Creating Social Divides

• Differences in hobbies 
and tastes then creates a 
distance or gap in our 
fellowship 

• We may remain cordial, 
but not overly friendly



“Does your life in Christ give you strength?  Does his love 
comfort you?  Do we share together in the spirit?  Do 
you have mercy and kindness?”

Philippians 2:1 (NCV)



The Generation Gap



Parents to Children

• “My kids like the weirdest 
things!” 

• Parents often try to mold 
their kids into their own 
past instead of allowing 
them to build an identity. 

• When possible try to be 
supportive of children in 
their hobbies and interests.

Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.  
-Ephesians 6:4 (ESV) 



Children to Parents

• “My parents are so out of 
touch!” 

• Children tend to view their 
parents interests as no 
longer relevant today. 

• Try to see the value in 
your parents interests, you 
might find something new 
in something old.

“What has been is what will be, 
and what has been done is 
what will be done, and there 
is nothing new under the sun.”  
- Ecclesiastes 1:9 (ESV) 



Come Together

• Opening your sphere of 
hobbies, likes, and dislikes 
to something new may 
help strengthen your 
relationships.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and awesome 
day of the Lord comes. And he will turn 
the hearts of fathers to their children 
and the hearts of children to their 
fathers, lest I come and strike the land 
with a decree of utter destruction.” 
-Malachi 4:5-6 (ESV) 



“Hey, Mikey!  He likes it!”

The Interests of Others



“Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any 
affection or mercy, complete my joy and be of the same 
mind, by having the same love, being united in spirit, and 
having one purpose.  Instead of being motivated by selfish 
ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be 
moved to treat one another as more important than 
yourself.  Each of you should be concerned not only 
about your own interests, but about the interests of 
others as well.”

Philippians 2:1-5 (NET)



…the Things of Others

• If I don’t like it, then it 
can’t be good! 

• That’s just stupid, how 
can anyone stand that 
junk! 

• I wouldn’t be caught 
dead doing that!

• If someone I love likes it, then 
maybe I will too… maybe 

• Sorry, it’s just not my style. 
• I’d have to try it for awhile, 

then let you know what I 
think.

Before Love After Love



Love Leads to Peace

“For the Kingdom of God is not a 
matter of what we eat or drink, but 
of living a life of goodness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. If 
you serve Christ with this attitude, 
you will please God, and others will 
approve of you, too. So then, let us 
aim for harmony in the church and 
try to build each other up.”  
- Romans 14:17-19 (NLT) 

• Do not fuss over things 
that ultimately won’t 
matter 

• Serving Christ in your 
actions makes them 
acceptable actions 

• Seek peace through 
our differences



The Fruit of Righteousness

“For where there is jealousy and selfishness, there is 
disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
accommodating, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, 
and not hypocritical. And the fruit that consists of 
righteousness is planted in peace among those who 
make peace.” - James 3:16-18 (NET) 



Bottom Line
• Love each other… 
• Respect each other’s tastes 
• Be open to each other’s interests 
• Seek peace among one another
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