


THE GOSPEL, THE RESPONSE, 
AND THE COMMUNITY

PART 1 - ACTS 1-6



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL

▸ He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
(Acts 1:7-8 ESV)  

▸ Acts in a nutshell



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL MEETS US WHERE WE ARE

▸ The first gospel sermon 

▸ But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 
addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my 
words.”  (Acts 2:14 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL TELLS US THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

▸ “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 
to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God 
did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God 
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not 
possible for him to be held by it.   (Acts 2:22-24 ESV) 

▸ Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” (Acts 2:36 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL TELLS US THE TRUTH ABOUT OURSELVES

▸ for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  
(Romans 3:23-25a ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL COVERS THAT TRUTH

▸ “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day.  Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his 
descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh see corruption.  This Jesus God raised up, and 
of that we all are witnesses.  Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 
seeing and hearing.   (Acts 2:29-33 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL COVERS THAT TRUTH

▸ Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.   
(2 Corinthians 5:20-21 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL DEMANDS A RESPONSE

▸ Everyone responds 

▸ Response #1  

▸ Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?”   (Acts 2:27 ESV) 

▸ Response #2 

▸ No response or haphazard response (“I go to church”)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL DEMANDS A RESPONSE

▸ Response #3 

▸ And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and 
the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon 
them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the 
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead.  And they arrested them and put them in custody 
until the next day, for it was already evening.  But many of 
those who had heard the word believed, and the number of 
the men came to about five thousand.  
(Acts 4:1-4 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL DEMANDS A RESPONSE

▸ Response #3 

▸ But when they had commanded them to leave the 
council, they conferred with one another, saying, “What 
shall we do with these men?  For that a notable sign has 
been performed through them is evident to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.  But in 
order that it may spread no further among the people, let 
us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 
(Acts 4:15-17 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL BUILDS COMMUNITY

▸ And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had 
all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread 
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
(Acts 2:42-47 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

THE GOSPEL BUILDS COMMUNITY

▸ Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged 
to him was his own, but they had everything in common.  And 
with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all.  There was not a needy person among them, for as 
many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
(Acts 4:32-35 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

CHALLENGES IN THE BODY

▸ But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property, and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself 
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the 
apostles' feet.  But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land?  While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own?  And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal?  Why is 
it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?  You have not lied 
to man but to God.”  When Ananias heard these words, he fell down 
and breathed his last.  And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 
(Acts 5:1-5 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

CHALLENGES IN THE BODY

▸ Hypocrisy 

▸ The hypocrite grabs hold of the action but doesn’t get 
the heart of the matter. 

▸ Hypocrisy is a result of forgetting the gospel, we must 
be transparent with one another. 

▸ You are never more free than when you have no secrets.



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

TRANSPARENCY IN THE BODY

▸ Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 
for their toil.  For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.  But 
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another 
to lift him up!  Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, 
but how can one keep warm alone?  And though a man 
might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand 
him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

TRANSPARENCY IN THE BODY

▸ But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.  
(Hebrews 3:13 ESV) 

▸ Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working. 
(James 5:16 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

FLEXIBILITY IN THE BODY

▸ Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by 
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution.  And the twelve summoned the full number of 
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of 
God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.  
But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  And what 
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  These they set before the 
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.  And the word of God 
continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  
(Acts 6:1-7 ESV)



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

FLEXIBILITY IN THE BODY

▸ The church doesn’t change for the sake of change, but it 
does changes to meet needs. 

▸ … and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 
obedient to the faith.



FOLLOWING THE WAY IN ACTS

BREAKOUT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

▸ How does Peter and John’s gospel preaching differ from 
ours? 

▸ How do we help people respond correctly to the gospel? 

▸ How have we been hypocritical in the past and how can 
we prevent this going forward?


