
Why the 
Cross?   
Why the 
Resurrection?



God’s Goal
To Reconcile Mankind To Himself

John 3 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.

2 Peter 3 
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance.

Ephesians 1 
4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before him.  In love,  
5 he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will



The Problem
All Sin is Punishable by Death

Romans 6 
23 For the wages of sin is death;...

Romans 1 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
1 Corinthians 6 

9 Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

neither the sexually immoral, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 

practice homosexuality,



The Problem Compounded
No Man is Righteous

James 2 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 

one point has become accountable for all of it. 

11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” 

also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit 

adultery but do murder, you have become a 

transgressor of the law.

Romans 3 
10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not 

one; 
11 no one understands; no one seeks for God 

12 All have turned aside; together they have 

become worthless; no one does good, not even 

one. 
--------------------

--------------------
--------------------

 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it 

speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. 

20 For by works of the law no human being will 

be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin. 

--------------------
--------------------

--------------------
- 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God.

1 John 1 

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us.

Isaiah 64 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted 
garment.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, take us away.



The Problem Compounded
No Man is Righteous

Romans 7 

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me 

through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might 

become sinful beyond measure. 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 

--------------------
--------------------

--------------------
 

18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, 

but not the ability to carry it out. 

19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 

--------------------
--------------------

--------------------
- 

23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to 

the law of sin that dwells in my members. 

24 O, Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?



The Problem Compounded 
Further

Only Righteousness Can Enter Heaven

Revelation 21 
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter 
it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Matthew 5 
20 For I tell you, unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven.



The Problems
All Sin is Punishable by Death 

No Man is Righteous (all of mankind sins) 

Only Righteousness Can Enter Heaven 

How does God solve this dilemma?



God’s Lesson and The Law

Sacrifice

Sin Day of 
Atonement

Sins 
Covered

Imperfect

Lost Condition



The Solution
Righteous Substitution 

This is the work of the cross 

This work was completed by 
Jesus for us 

By faith we submit to his work 
on the cross

2 Corinthians 5 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.



Part 1: 
Our Guilty Sins

If all men sin and all sin is 
deserving of death, Christ had 
to take all sin from every 
believer and be punished to 
death for all of them. 

Substitutionary atonement 
happened under the old Law 
on a temporary basis, but on 
the cross once forever.

John 19 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he 
said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit.



Our Sins Were Transferred to 
Him and He was Punished

Isaiah 53 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by 

God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, 

 and with his wounds we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned—every one—to his 

own way; and the Lord has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all.

1 Peter 2 
24 He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.

Galatians 3 

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse 

of the law by becoming a curse for us

—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone 

who is hanged on a tree”—

Hebrews 9 
26 for then he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But 
as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of 
the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.



Our Sins Were Transferred to 
Him and He was Punished

Hebrews 7 26 For it was indeed fitting that we 
should have such a high priest, holy, 
innocent, unstained, separated from 
sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. 
27 He has no need, like those high 
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for 
his own sins and then for those of the 
people, since he did this once for all 
when he offered up himself.

Hebrews 9 
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, 
not by means of the blood of goats and calves 
but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 
eternal redemption. 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 
heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.



Part 2: 
His Righteousness

Because all mankind sins, they 
are of themselves unrighteous 
and do not have the ability to 
make themselves righteous. 

Since we cannot do anything to 
correct this, his righteousness 
is imputed to us if we are in him. 

This is why he had to be pure 
from sin.



His Righteousness was Transferred 
to Us and We Were Justified 

John 17 

19 And for their sake I consecrate 

myself, that they also may be 

sanctified in truth.

Romans 3 
24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith.

Romans 4 
4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

Romans 4 

22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as 

righteousness.” 

23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for 

his sake alone, 

24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in 

him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 

25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification.



His Righteousness was 
Transferred to Us and We Were 
Justified 
Romans 5 

19 For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made 
righteous.

Romans 8 

3 For God has done what the law, weakened by 

the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 

4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 

law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 5 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



His Righteousness was 
Transferred to Us and We Were 
Justified 

Ephesians 1  (KJV) 
6 To the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. 
7 In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his 
grace;

Ephesians 2 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which he loved us. 

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ— by grace you have been 

saved— 

6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 4 
24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Hebrews 10 

10 And by that will we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all.



His Righteousness was 
Transferred to Us and We Were 
Justified 

Philippians 3 
9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends 

on faith—

Galatians 3 
27 For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Ephesians 5 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.



What Happened at  
the Cross

Walking in 
Darkness

Perfect

Lost Condition

Walking in 
the Light

1 John 1 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.



What Did Not Happen at  
the Cross

Jesus
Blood

Sin Prayer

Sins 
Covered

Lost Condition



Part 3: 
His Resurrection

If Jesus did not conquer the 
death on the cross, then the 
promise of resurrection is false 

If we submit to giving our sins to 
his cross and getting his 
righteousness, we likewise share 
in his resurrection.

Matthew 28 
6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay.



We Are Alive For 
Eternity Because 
He Lives 

Ephesians 2 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which he loved us. 

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ— by grace you have been 

saved— 

6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6 
1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound. 
2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.



We Are Alive For Eternity 
Because He Lives 

1 Corinthians 15 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 But each in his own order:Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

1 Corinthians 15 
53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54 When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”



He is Not Here, He is Risen!


