
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love 

- 1 John 4:8 ESV

DO YOU LOVE?



PETER DO YOU LOVE ME?
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said 
to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.” 

- John 21:15-17 ESV
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ἀγαπάω

φιλέω

(agapao)

(phileō)

(used 258 times)

(used 26 times )



LOVE FULFILLS

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.  
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets.” 

- Matthew 22:36-40 ESV 

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For 
the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word:  “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

- Romans 13:8-10 ESV
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LOVE IS A VERB
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in  
showing honor. 

- Romans 12:9-10 ESV 

For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  
We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.  And why did he  
murder him?  Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not be surprised,  
brothers, that the world hates you. We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the  
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that  
no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay  
down our lives for the brothers.  But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart  
against him, how does God's love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth.  By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him 

- 1 John 3:14-19 ESV
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ἀγαπάω (agapao)
Is the verb form of agape and is used 142 of 
the 258 times any form of the word appears in the  
New Testament



WHO ARE YOU 
SERVING?

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

- Philippians 2:3-5 ESV

• Do you ever say, “Well, the Bible doesn’t say that I have to”?
• Do you see the faults in others before you see their strengths?

• Do you gossip about others when they are not around?
• How tactful are you in your opinions?

• How important is finding a good place in line to you?
• Do you make sure to get the best choices before others can?

• How often do you interrupt people during conversations?
• Do you say things like, “That’s nothing, one time I…”?

• Do you say things like, “No offense, but…”?
• What is your first thought when someone disagrees with you?

• Is it hard to admit when you are wrong?
• Who do you pray for most?  Yourself or others?



HEART TRANSPLANTS

• Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
- Psalms 51:10 ESV 

• Notice David didn’t ask God to fix his bad heart.  It is a 
transplant.  A new creation 

• Heart valve replacements vs. transplants
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Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God 
is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us 

- 1 John 4:7-12 ESV
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Last question:   
If you could send one soul straight to heaven in 
exchange for your own, would you do it?



Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love 

- 1 John 4:8 ESV

DO YOU LOVE?


